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Explorations of Kenya 
 

 

 
 

Highlights: 
·  Amboseli National Park 
·  Mount Kenya  
·  Sweetwaters/Chimp Sanctuary 
·  Maasai Mara Game Reserve 
·  Maasai village visit 
·  Optional: Hot air balloon ride 

 

 
 
On this safari we have included a couple of flights between the various wildlife reserves to minimize the amount of 
time spent driving to get from one wildlife park to another.  The days where you will be driving will be a great 
opportunity to experience the countryside, meet local people and stop along the way at places of interest. 
Accommodations on this safari will be in a combination of lodges and tented camps. 
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Safari outline 
 
Date Destination/Game Reserve # of 

nights 
Specific camp/lodge/hotel Country 

Days 1 & 2 Nairobi 2 Nairobi InterContinental Hotel Kenya 
Days 3 & 4 Mount Kenya 2 Sweetwaters Tented Camp Kenya 
Days 5 & 6 Amboseli National Park 2 Amboseli Serena Lodge Kenya 
Day 7  Nairobi 1 Nairobi InterContinental Hotel Kenya 
Days 8, 9, 10 Maasai Mara 3 Siana Springs Camp Kenya 
Day 11  Depart    
 

Detailed Itinerary 
DAY 1 

ARRIVE IN NAIROBI 
Your safari begins today as you arrive in Nairobi, Kenya.  Upon arrival you will be met and transferred to the 
InterContinental Hotel for two nights.  
 
Overnight: Nairobi InterContinental Hotel 
 

DAY 2 
NAIROBI 

The morning is yours to relax or explore at leisure. You will be transferred to the Carnivore Restaurant for lunch.  
Afterwards, you will be brought to the nearby town of Karen to visit the museum dedicated to Karen Blixen, who 
wrote Out of Africa under her pen name Isak Dinesen. The Kikuyu people she wrote about with great affection are 
still one of Kenya’s major ethnic groups. The Danish writer, as you may know, “had a farm in Africa, at the foot of 
the Ngong Hills.” Here she lived from 1914 to 1931. The Danish government gave the beautiful house to the 
country of Kenya upon its independence, and today it is a museum furnished with much of her original period 
furniture and open to visitors. This is a fascinating peek into the lives of early Kenya settlers. 
 
To add a touch of African nature to today’s encounters with African culture, we stop in at the Giraffe Center, where 
you can get close to these towering animals and photograph them. “Giraffe Manor,” a beautiful Tudor-style manor 
house, was built in 1932. In 1974, Jock and Betty Leslie-Melville purchased it and relocated five orphaned and rare 
Rothschild giraffe here. Over the years they have thrived, and now have their own young.  We also visit the Kazuri 
Bead Factory, where ceramic beadwork jewelry made by local craftspeople is on display. Afterwards, you will be 
brought back to your hotel for some time to relax and a leisurely dinner.  
 
Overnight: Nairobi InterContinental Hotel 
 

DAY 3 
MOUNT KENYA 

This morning you drive to Sweetwaters Private Game Sanctuary, arriving in time for lunch.  The drive will take 
approximately 5 hours and a large part is on dirt roads. This 24,000-acre private preserve has views of the peaks of 
Mount Kenya and offers game drives into countryside many travelers never see. You will be staying here at the 
Sweetwaters Tented Camp for two nights. You will enjoyed late afternoon game drives after you arrive.  
 
Overnight: Sweetwaters Tented Camp 

 
DAY 4 

MOUNT KENYA 
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Today you will enjoy game drives, and an opportunity to visit the Chimpanzee Sanctuary.  Some 26 chimps, 
rescued from unfavorable living conditions by the renowned Jane Goodall and her supporters, have found refuge 
here in 250 acres of natural habitat. Hear stories of their liberation and recovery — like those of Poco, who was 
freed from a cramped cage, and Sultana, once feared by her keepers but now a protective mother.  
 
While at Sweetwaters, you can stroll to the nearby watering hole, offering the possibility of sighting some of the 
numerous native animals that are drawn to it. You can also choose to relax and enjoy the impressive landscape of 
the surrounding plains. 
 
Overnight: Sweetwaters Tented Camp 
 

DAY 5 
AMBOSELI NATIONAL PARK 

After breakfast, you will travel back to Nairobi, and continue overland towards Amboseli National Park, set on the 
border of Tanzania and in the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro. There will be a stop en route to visit the A.I.C. 
Kajaido Boarding School (closed for vacation in April, May & December), which is supported by the Grand Circle 
Foundation.  You will continue on to the Amboseli National Park, lying below the most famous symbol of Africa, 
Mt. Kilimanjaro. Enjoy an afternoon game drive on the way to the lodge. The park shelters more than 400 bird 
species, including pelicans, flamingos, kingfishers, and ibis. But by far, elephants are the kings of the park. 
Amboseli’s elephants, which are said to be among the biggest in the country, are fond of the swamps, where they 
share the cool waters with the hippos that hide beneath the papyrus. Amboseli is also home to a large resident 
population of wildebeest and Burchell’s zebra. You will be arriving at the Amboseli Serena Safari Lodge in time 
for dinner; you will be staying here for two nights.  
 
Overnight: Amboseli Serena Safari Lodge 

 
DAY 6 

AMBOSELI NATIONAL PARK 
Today, you will begin your exploration of the varied environments of the Amboseli ecosystem, from the desert-like 
pan to lush swamps. Rise early for coffee and tea, and then head out on an early-morning game viewing drive to 
catch wildlife at its most active. Morning is often the best time to glimpse the majestic snow-covered flattop of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro, which forms a memorable backdrop to today’s explorations. Return to the lodge for a late breakfast. In 
the late morning, you can visit a local Maasai village where we have the unique opportunity to see how these 
pastoral herders continue to live much as they have for centuries. You’ll see how the houses are constructed, how 
the hierarchy of a village is set up, and perhaps young women and men will demonstrate a dance for you.  
 
After lunch and time to relax, you will head out into the late afternoon sunlight for another game-viewing drive. 
Look for the elusive gerenuk, a delicate antelope with a long giraffe-like neck that enables it to browse the middle 
branches of acacia trees. You may see families of giraffe, herds of zebra and antelope—and if you are lucky, you 
may spot the rare serval cat. Because Amboseli’s abundant elephants are tracked almost constantly by researchers, 
they largely escaped the ravages of 1980s poaching. Here, you are apt to see some older “tuskers” lumbering almost 
delicately before the backdrop of Kilimanjaro. You’ll be fascinated by the abundant bird life—from the colorful 
little lilac-breasted roller to the comical guinea fowl to graceful hawks and eagles. You will have dinner back at the 
lodge. 
  
Overnight: Amboseli Serena Safari Lodge 
 

DAY 7 
NAIROBI 

After breakfast this morning, you will be transferred to Nairobi where you will overnight at the Nairobi 
InterContinental Hotel for one night.  You will have the remainder of the day at leisure. 
 
Overnight: Nairobi InterContinental Hotel 
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DAYS 8 - 10 

MAASAI MARA 
Today you will be transferred to the Wilson Airport for your scheduled morning flight to the Maasai Mara.  Upon 
arrival at the Siana Airstrip, you will be met and transferred to Siana Springs for three nights.  
 
Situated at the base of the Ngama Hills, on the eastern edge of the Maasai Mara Reserve, Siana Springs occupies a 
lush indigenous forest watered by the largest natural springs in the Mara ecosystem – Siana or the "plentiful" 
springs in Maa. The camp’s location in the heart of the Siana Group Ranch offers guests unique opportunities for 
thrilling walking safaris, night drives and fly-camping along the seasonal streams beneath the Ngama Hills, while 
our hosts will also treat you to uniquely uncontrived interpretive tours of their manyattas, cattle bomas, cultural and 
community facilities. 
 
Overnight: Siana Springs Camp 
 

DAY 11 
Depart 

 

SAFARI PRICE FROM $3,670 per person 
Optional Hot Air Balloon Flight over Maasai Mara:  $580 per person 
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